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The following are studies made upon the 
spots which they describe. I am not in- 
\ sensible to the feeling of " Religio Loci " : 
on the contrary I am particularly susceptible 
of it. I cannot imagine a person of a culti- 
vated mind not feeling some emotion, when 
he stood, as I have stood, in the Forum of 
Rome, on the Parthenon at Athens, amidst 
the ruins of Carthage, on Mount Olivet over- 
hanging Jerusalem, at the top of the Great 
Pyramid, or at the foot of the great Statue of 
Memnon at Thebes. Whatever may be the 
legends which have entwined themselves round 
them, there is an actual reality and truth in 
the physical objects, which present themselves 
to the eye. 

But the feelings which arise from the con- 
templation of pious frauds, and fond delusions, 
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patronized by misguided Religionists, for the 
purpose of deceiving simple souls, and col- 
lecting offerings, can only be those of pain 
and disgust. They are common^ to all 
countries, and to all forms of degraded Piety. 
They disappear before the light of Spiritual 
Religion. It is the Pagan Element that 
crops out in all, clinging to the skirts of a 
Purer Faith. 

Are the Roman Catholics of England less 
true to their religious tenets, because the 
Shrines of St. Edward at Westminster, St. 
Thomas of Canterbury, and our Lady of 
Walsingham, have been destroyed ? Do they 
care, except in the case of excited perverts, 
to worship at the French Shrine of Lourdes, 
the Spanish Shrine of Zaragossa, or the Italian 
Shrine of Loretto? And yet the Miracles 
performed at each of these places, if true, 
equal or even surpass any Miracle recorded 
in Holy Writ. 



THE SHRINES 

OF 

LOURDES, ZARAGOSSA, THE HOLY 

STAIRS AT ROME, THE HOLY 

HOUSE OF LORETTO AND 

NAZARETH, AND ST ANN 

AT JERUSALEM. 



The phenomenon, presented by Roman 
Catholic Missions in Asia and Africa, is one 
which cannot be overlooked by any who are 
interested, as I deeply am, in the progress 
of Christian Missions. Complications of a 
startling kind will arise in this or the next 
generation amidst the nascent Christianities, 
and it is as well to consider calmly, drawing 
our notices from their own published reports, 
whether in very deed the Roman Catholic 
Missionaries do preach the same Gospel as 
ourselves. If it can be shown that they do 
not, the line of division between us and them 
must be drawn, reluctantly perhaps, but as 
clearly, as betwixt us and the Hindu, the 
Mahometan, and the Buddhist. The most 
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dangerous of errors is the perversion of the 
truth. One fact is of the utmost importance, 
viz. the appearance in Roman Catholic Mis- 
sions of a Fourth Supreme Personage outside 
of, and in addition to, the Trinity. There is 
no use in mincing words here ; for the Native 
of Asia or Africa will never be brought to see 
the position I speak of in any other light. 
Roman Catholic publications are full of the 
worship, the goodness, and the power, of the 
Mother of our Lord. Chapels are erected 
even in China to " Notre Dame de Lourdes." 
Venerable Bishops, after spending years in 
Abyssinia, hurry off to Lourdes, as soon as 
their vessel reaches Marseilles. In moments 
of trial and difficulty prayers are offered to 
" Our Mother at Lourdes." In fact, this petty 
town, from the mind of the French Missionary 
at least, has driven out the thought of Rome 
and Jerusalem, and the newly-fashioned image 
in the cleft of the rock of the Pyrenees has 
drawn away the worshippers of older shrines. 
To enable me to comprehend this pheno- 
menon, and to obtain trustworthy and original 
documents, I proceeded in the autumn of 1880 
to Lourdes, carefully inspected the outward 
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symbols of the new cult, and purchased at 
the Cave copies of all the literature sold by- 
permission of the authorities. Lourdes is the 
newest, and most frequented by the French, 
of the shrines of the Virgin. Here I found 
French refinement and Nineteenth Century 
culture in the graceful lines of the modern 
statue, and in the tasteful arrangements of the 
beautiful gardens and walks that surround it. 
I crossed the Pyrenees on leaving Lourdes, 
and about one hundred miles due south I 
came, from the youngest, upon the oldest 
shrine in Europe, that of Nostra Senora del 
Pildr, at Zaragossa. Here I was face to face 
with what has been the consolation and hope 
and joy of the Spanish Nation for fifty gene- 
rations. I carefully inspected the outward 
symbols of the worship offered, and purchased 
a copy of the authorized Spanish narrative in 
connection with it. Absence of culture and 
presence of dirt, a Madonna and Child of 
wood, of an antiquity and rudeness which 
render it priceless, and clothed in tinsel gar- 
ments which assimilate it to the appearance 
of a Hindu idol, was what I encountered here, 
and the contrast with Lourdes was of the 



4 LOURDES. 

greatest. Yet it is necessary to consider these 
two shrines together, since they form the 
earliest and latest development of a cult, 
which is totally unauthorized, and the effect 
of which it is idle, and worse than idle, to 
ignore in connection with Christian Missions 
to the Heathen. 

Lourdes is a small town in the valley of 
the Pyrenees. It is traversed by two lines of 
railways, and was totally unknown beyond 
the province prior to the occurrence of the 
events which I am about to record. Pope 
Pius IX., upon his own authority^ had just 
promulgated the Dogma of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Mother of our 
Lord, when this place became famous. Now 
let me not be misunderstood. If there is one 
Scripture character to which, above all others, 
the pious Christian looks, as the type of sweet- 
ness and goodness, it is that of the most 
blessed among women, upon whom the honour 
fell of being Mother of the Saviour. The 
Church of Rome has been led, however, to go 
further than this, and not without opposition 
was the dogma referred to declared. While 
men's minds were still stirred by the event, 
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on the nth of February, 1858, a swineherd, 
aged twelve, named Bernadette Soubirous, 
was tending her pigs close to the Cave of 
Masabielle, on the banks of the River Gave, 
when, according to her statements, a vision 
appeared to her eighteen times at different 
intervals in the form of a beautiful Lady, 
dressed in white, with a blue sash, a rose of 
gold on each foot, and a rosary on her arm, 
consisting of white beads with a gold thread. 
She had appeared at La Salette in the same 
costume a few years before, and the girl no 
doubt had heard of it, or seen cheap prints of 
the Virgin in her dress. She made the sign 
of the Cross, and on her third appearance 
asked the little girl to come to the Cave 
fifteen times, which she did ; and the Lady 
appeared every day and made several com- 
munications. She imparted three secrets to 
the girl, which she was to tell no one, and 
these have never been revealed. She promised 
her happiness in the next world. She gave 
leave to her to bring her companions with 
her, and as many persons as wished, and, as 
a fact, many of the neighbours went, and be- 
held the girl in ecstasy, but saw and heard 
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nothing. The Virgin told her to pray for 
sinners, to tell the Cur^ of the Parish to build 
a Church on the Rock, and to have Proces- 
sions. When the girl delivered this message 
to the Cur6, who was preparing her for her 
first Communion, he cautioned her, and told 
her to ask the Lady to make the rose-trees of 
the grotto blossom in winter. The request 
was made, but not complied with. The next 
message was, " Penitence ! Penitence ! Peni- 
tence ! " The girl was told to walk upon her 
knees and kiss the ground for the sake of 
sinners. On a subsequent occasion the waters 
of a new fountain in the Cave were set free, 
and the day following a miracle was performed 
by these healing waters. The Cur6 then con- 
sulted his Bishop, and a great stir took place 
in the neighbourhood. The interview ceased 
for some time, till at length, on the Feast of 
the Annunciation, the girl saw the Lady 
again, in spite of the Cave being walled up 
by the police, and by order of the Cure asked 
her her name, and the reply was, in the pre- 
sence of many thousands, who saw nothing 
but the girl, and heard no sound whatever, 

♦*I AM THE Immaculate Conception." 
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This message was conveyed to the Cur^, who 
is described by the girl as being well content. 
That Priest has now been raised to honour 
and dignity in the Roman Church. At the 
last day it will be known what part he played 
in this matter. 

I seem to hear the echo of some old Church 
legend of far-off time, but it sounds strangely 
in the Nineteenth Century. I wish that I 
could possess the sweet credulity of the Latin 
race, which in days gone by could find Diana 
and a Nymph by every fountain, and, in 
modern times, can find an Apparition in 
every cave. 

It is true, indeed, that God does confound 
the wise and the strong and give grace to the 
weak, yet it is to be wished, in all humility, 
that so momentous a truth had been revealed 
to man by a more trustworthy channel than 
the words of a swineherd of tender years, 
in an ecstatic state, tutored by a Village 
Priest. No chain is stronger than its weakest 
link, and this link is of the most fragile kind. 
Yet the following consequences are unhesitat- 
ingly drawn and taught, from what we have 
stated, in the official reports, sanctioned by 
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Pope Pius IX. in 1873: "*She shall bruise 
his head.' It will be the dogma of the 
" Immaculate Conception, and the Cave of 
" Lourdes, that will put down the French 
" Revolution. France is devoted to Mary and 
" to the Papacy. Mary, who resembles a lily, 
" according to the * Song of Solomon,' owes a 
" good turn to France, and has chosen France, 
" whose royal emblem is the * Fleur de Lis ' of 
" the Bourbons, to say to the world, * I am the 
" Immaculate Conception,' and by these very 
" words to prove the Infallibility of the Pope, 
"who pronounced the dogma on his own 
" authority." 

Miracle after miracle is reported to have 
followed the wonderful announcement of this 
Apparition. The Clergy, Bishops, and Pope, 
after examination and re-examination of the 
girl, gave full credence to her story. The 
Cave became a shrine ; bathing-houses were 
filled with the holy water of the fountain. In 
a neighbourhood abounding with mineral 
springs of all kinds, it is worthy of note, that 
the water of this spring is neither warm nor 
medicated. Life-long sufferers were placed 
in the water, and cured at once. The Cave 
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was thronged with worshippers. A marble 
statue represents the Virgin as she appeared, 
and it is to be observed that, unlike most 
other sacred images, she is here without her 
Child, and stands alone, as the sole object of 
worship. A church has sprung up on the 
summit of the rocks. Processions of the 
faithful are organized from every part of 
France, and the Pilgrims shout out, in true 
French style, " Vive Tlmmacul^e Conception." 
Those that are cured leave their crutches, and 
sick-chairs, ^and other surgical appliances, in 
the Cave, the roof of which is darkened by 
the flaming tapers. Mission Houses, Rest 
Houses, and Refreshment Rooms are erected 
in convenient sites. Over all, on a high rock, 
towers an image of our Saviour on the Cross, 
but few seem to think of Him. Shops are 
opened with the tempting inducement of 
being kept by a " Xante de Bernadette," or 
called "A La Soubirous," in which names 
Caf6s and Restaurants also rejoice. It is 
impossible to check the natural channels in 
which French culture will flow. The grounds 
are laid out in French style, crannies of the 
rock are stuffed with letters to the Virgin in 
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the French language. The remark was made 
to me in the train that the attendants of the 
shrines of the Virgin in the adjoining villages 
were very jealous of the new arrival ; and 
well they may be : " C'est une chance pour 
Lourdes," said the landlady in a neighbour- 
ing town, whose business was injured. The 
Railway Companies have lent themselves to 
the movement ; there are special waiting- 
rooms and special accommodation for Pilgrims 
at the station, special trains and reduced 
Pilgrims' fares. As the train approaches the 
station, the Image is hailed from the windows 
of the carriages, and I was reminded of what 
I had seen practised by the Russians at 
Troitska, near Moscow. The innkeepers, the 
retailers of comestibles, tobacco, and spirits, 
the silversmiths, the dealers in rosaries, reli- 
gious literature, wax candles, photography, 
pictures, and reliqueSy make a tremendous 
harvest. The poor little girl was carried off 
to a convent, where she soon died, in the 
odour of sanctity. Death has sanctified her 
message, and she is classed among the Bene- 
factors of France, such as Genevieve, Germaine, 
and Jean d'Arc. 
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The only cause of alarm is the chance of 
a later Apparition. Lourdes has so soon 
eclipsed La Salette and Paray-le-Monial. 
Spain is incapable of such things. With her 
five great shrines, sanctified by years, she is 
jealous of innovation. Italy has passed the 
mystic period. The Teutonic races are too 
cold. But Ireland already gives signs of 
Apparitions, and it may be expected that the 
message, when it does come, will be of a most 
practical character, and the words uttered will 
no doubt be "Pay no Rent." The French 
Priesthood make use of their Apparition as 
a lever against the Republic, the new order of 
things, and the Liberals of France. The Irish 
will make similar use of it against England. 

I have looked through, as far as a reason- 
able man can read, the excited, highly poetic, 
and extremely patriotic literature which I 
purchased. It is with amazement that I read 
in a volume sanctioned by Pope and Cardinal : 
"There are two Lambs upon the altar of 
Sacrifice, Jesus the Lamb of God, and Berna- 
dette the Lamb of the Immaculate Virgin." 
Again : " Since the manifestation of the 
* Word ' nothing parallel has occurred, until 
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the manifestation of * the Mother of the Word ' 
took place.*' Again : ** After the great words 
of Jesus, * I am the Son of God/ no words are 
greater than * I am the Immaculate Concep- 
tion/ " Again : " ' I am that I am/ said God 
to Moses. * I am the Immaculate Conception/ 
said Marie to Bernadette/* which the writer 
interprets to mean, " * Nothing takes place 
without Me, for I am the Mother of the 
Creator of all things.' " Again : " * The 
Angels sang at the birth of our Lord ; ' the 
Virgin herself uttered her divine hymn of 
praise ; one word was wanting to the Magni- 
ficat, one glory was wanting to all the glories 
with which generations have honoured her, 
and it was in this generation, in which Satan 
reigns, and in France, which Satan tries to 
destroy, that she proclaimed herself, * I am the 
Immaculate Conception.' " 

The Bishop of Tarbes, the Diocesan, in 
his Pastoral, notices rather naively, as one 
of the proofs of the genuineness of the 
Apparition, the ^^convenance^ or opportune- 
ness, of the words of the Virgin, as having 
for their object the support of the Infalli- 
bility of the Pope, who had promulgated 
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the Doctrine of the Immaculate Conception." 
A scepitical generation might perhaps be 
excused, if it remarked, also, on this extreme 
opportuneness, the miracle, or apparition, 
coming, as it did, midway between the pro- 
mulgation of the two dogmas, and confirming 
the one prospectively and the other retro- 
spectively. What strikes the observer most, 
however, is the extreme narrowness of view 
of the French interpreters of the vision. 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save 
all mankind, but it is notable that the French 
Apparitions take place for peculiarly French 
purposes and for the Pope ; no advantages, 
material or spiritual, are held out to Italy, 
Spain, Belgium, Ireland, and Roman Catholic 
Germany. This really appears in a most 
offensive manner, and, one would think, must 
be felt as such. The Virgin is called the 
"Queen of Heaven, of the Angels, and of 
France." France is called the " Queen of 
Nations." In the dedicatory letter of the 
Bishop it is clear that the object of the 
Miracle is to serve as a weapon against 
the Revolution, which oppresses the Pope 
by deprivation of his Temporal Power, and 



14 LOURDES. 

which menaces France. This is worked out 
more fully in a volume published last year 
by the Superior of the Capuchin Mission 
at Lourdes. The pamphlet is entitled, " On 
Our Social Sores." Bernadette is made 
out by quotations from Scripture to have 
appeared mainly to counteract these evils. 
The sores are eight in number : I. The 
small families to which French people notor- 
iously restrict themselves ; Bernadette was 
one of nine children. II. The desertion of 
the villages for the great cities ; Bernadette 
was a peasant. III. The credulousness as 
regards Miracles ; Bernadette proves Miracles. 
IV. The great Pauperism question ; Berna- 
dette was poor, and yet chosen of God. V. 
The undue exaltation of the State ; Bernadette 
is said to have resisted the police, and thus 
protected the liberty of the Human Soul. 
VI. The contempt of Monastic Life; God 
placed Bernadette in a Convent. VII. The 
sin of Lay Education ; God placed Bernadette 
in a Convent of Teaching Nuns. VIII. The 
indulgence in Sensuality; God ordained to 
Bernadette a brief life of suffering. In very 
truth, the poor child never recovered from 
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the delirious state of excitement into which 
she had been drawn. 

It is remarkable how the French Priests 
dilate upon the personal charms of the Virgin, 
and with what ravishing epithets they speak 
of her beautiful statue. The words express 
a love beyond that of children to a mother. 
Bernadette, who by her photograph is proved 
to have been a very ordinary person, is 
described as angelic, and beautiful as the 
morning-star, as taking her place in the choir 
of virgins round the throne of the Lamb, 
close to Genevieve, Jean d'Arc, Germaine, 
and other illustrious shepherdesses. We can 
wonder, however, at no amount of credulity 
when Cardinal Manning preaches that those 
who can coldly object to the history of 
Margaret Alacoque, at Paray-le-Monial, 
would, had they lived in the time of the 
Apostles, have denied that Jesus appeared 
to Paul at Damascus ! 

I will now recount from the latest Spanish 
authorities, purchased on the spot, the received 
account of the Virgin of Zaragossa. I am 
obliged to hold my breath while I read this 
marvellous history. One year after the death 
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of Christ, the Apostles met together to 
distribute the world into Mission - Fields, 
and after consulting the Queen of Heaven, 
and hearing Peter the Vicar of Christ 
celebrate Mass, they all prayed with the 
Queen of the Angels for the Holy Spirit, 
and they heard a voice ordering Peter 
to divide the Provinces among the Apostles. 
To James the Greater fell Judaea, Samaria, 
and, strange to say, Spain. It appears 
that, in the early days of Missions, 
when there were no roads, and few ships, 
travelling was very much assisted by the 
Apostles being lifted up and carried from 
one country to another by Angels. James 
went to Spain, A.D. 35, in the month of 
August, and landed at Cartagena. He 
preached at Gran&da, where he. was much 
persecuted by the Jews. He was thrown 
into prison, but the Virgin, being appealed 
to, came on a magnificent throne and released 
him. He then preached all over Andalusia, 
accompanied by a guard of Angels supplied 
by the Virgin. He passed through Toledo 
into Portugal, thence to Galicia, and at last 
arrived at Zaragossa. He established churches 
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and appointed Bishops in many places, per- 
forming miracles everywhere. Now James 
was to be the first Apostle who should suffer 
martyrdom. Our Lord therefore appeared 
to His Mother while she was still living at 
Jerusalem, and directed her to proceed at 
once to Zaragossa, and order James to return 
to Jerusalem to suffer martyrdom. The 
faithful Chronicler gives all the conversation 
which passed betwixt our Lord and His 
Mother on this subject with extreme minute- 
ness. James was to be ordered, before his 
departure, to build a temple at Zaragossa 
in honour of the Virgin, where she would be 
reverenced and invoked for the good of Spain. 
The Virgin asked for special blessings to the 
worshippers ; and her Son replied that His 
Mother possessed all His Power, and that 
whatever she promised in behalf of this 
Sanctuary should be accomplished. The 
Virgin, still living in her mortal body^ was 
then raised on a throne by Seraphim and 
Cherubim, and, accompanied by thousands 
of Angels, conveyed from Jerusalem to 
Zaragossa. Over and over again the 
Chronicler draws attention to the fact that 

2 
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she came in her mortal body before her 
death, and not, as in the case of appearances 
at other shrines, merely as an Apparition. 
She arrived on the second of January at 
midnight. St. James was roused from his 
sleep, with his disciples, on the banks of 
the River Ebro outside the town, when this 
wonderful arrival took place. With her came 
a small Column of jasper or marble, and a 
small Image of the Queen of Heaven with 
her Child in her arms, made of a different 
material. 

The Apostle received the Mother of our 
Lord with profound reverence, and she 
conveyed him her message, and as a proof 
of the truth of her promises in favour of the 
new Temple, she told him that she herself 
had brought this Pillar, and placed her own 
Image upon it, which would remain there 
till the end of the world. The Angels 
planted the Pillar, and placed upon it the 
Image, and James humbly implored her 
protection for Spain. The Virgin returned 
to Jerusalem in the same way, leaving an 
Angel in perpetual charge of this Sanctuary, 
where he is on duty to this day. A Chapel 
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was built over the Column, and eventually 
a vast Cathedral has inclosed the Chapel. 

James then left Zaragossa, having appointed 
Athanasius as the first Bishop, and, embark- 
ing on the Catalan coast, sailed for Ephesus, 
where he met, and prostrated himself at the 
feet of the Virgin, and asked her assistance 
and presence in his appoaching Martyrdom 
at Jerusalem, and, again, her special pro- 
tection for Spain. James went to Jerusalem, 
and at the hour of his death he prayed 
that the Virgin would come to assist him, 
and she was brought upon a throne from 
Ephesus, by Angels, to see him die, and 
was then taken back. His disciples conveyed 
his body from Jerusalem to Joppa, and 
thence to a spot in Galicia in Spain, where 
it was discovered many centuries afterwards 
and buried under the present shrine of 
Sant Jdgo di Compostella. 

Such, for the glorification of Spaniards, is 
the Legend of their Patron Saint, and of their 
two great shrines of Zaragossa and Sant Jigo. 
If indeed it is purely and selfishly national, it 
is at least not the outcome of deliberate fraud, 
nor was it devised for a purpose. There are 
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no less than five principal shrines of the Virgin 
in Spain : I. Pildr, at Zaragossa. II. Atocha, 
at Madrid. III. Monte Serrdto, near Barce- 
16na. IV. Guadalupe, in New Castile. V. 
Toledo. I can sympathize with the cir- 
cumstances of the people of Spain. For 
many centuries their country was overrun 
by Mahometans from Africa. They passed 
through periods of deep affliction. They 
fought hard for their faith ; and these Images, 
which are most interesting to the antiquary, 
were one moment concealed, and then sud- 
denly appeared at the head of their armies, 
as a consolation to the people and as a centre 
of union, the palladia of the Nation. In the 
time of sieges, plagues, and tribulation, having 
no Bible in the vulgar tongue, they turned to 
these Images, and having loved them in the 
time of their deep degradation, they cannot 
abandon them now. Even now, though Spain 
has lost her rank among the Nations, she has 
her Pilar, the most ancient of the Virgin 
Shrines of Europe, and she christens her 
daughters after it. Nothing will turn her 
from the worship of these Images, which in 
some respects resemble the special worship 
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of the local Devi by the Hindu. For Spain, 
this worship has formed a leading factor in 
the Nation's Life, and it stands invested with 
the sanction and the prestige of centuries. 
It is indeed a Religion underlying and sepa- 
rate from the great cult of Rome, as none 
but Spaniards care for these Spanish shrines. 
In contrast to the elegant and classical 
white figure of the Virgin, which seeks to 
realize the French idea of beauty, the images 
in Spain are generally black, and so covered 
with jewels, that nothing is left visible but 
the face. They have extensive and costly 
wardrobes, have aged Priests specially told 
off to wait upon them, who dress them in 
different costumes according to the particular 
Church Festival. I have often stood in the 
temples of the Hindu, and watched the pro- 
ceedings of the Brahmans, and the attitude of 
the worshippers. And it is a very sad feeling 
which comes over me when I think how much 
they are akin to the proceedings I have also 
watched in the Greek Churches at Jerusalem, 
and in Russia, and in the shrines of the Latin 
Races in Spain, France, and Italy. The 
motive of the Ritual is a mystery to the un- 
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initiated, in the one case as in the other ; but 
the Brahman would, drawing from the com- 
mon source of superstitious error, speedily 
understand it. For the Brahman is a philo- 
sopher, and the worship of the " DiVlNE 
Mother" irresistibly recalls to the philo- 
sophic mind the sentiment, that led former 
ages to worship Cybele, that urges the savage 
to recognize the influence and to propitiate 
the power of " Mother Nature," and that 
brings the Hindu himself to bow before the 
shrine where the " divine " and the " maternal " 
are blended, even though, in his case, the 
result may be to prostrate him before the 
image of Prithivi, or of Diirga. Of course 
Miracles are reported at these shrines. Especi- 
ally is this so with regard to La Pildr. Pope 
after Pope has acknowledged the miraculous 
power in Bulls. The pious Chronicler tells of 
suits decided in favour of the Virgin, brought 
by parties who questioned her power. It is 
marvellous how any one in Zaragossa, who 
cared for his life, should dare to raise a doubt. 
There is an extensive street occupied by 
Silversmiths, who make large gains by fabri- 
cating silver medals, and who would be as 
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stout in defence of their Image as the Ephe- 
sians were of old in defence of Artemis, whose 
statue, like that of Zaragossa, fell down from 
heaven. Yet the world has outlived that 
veneration of Artemis, which two thousand 
years ago it would have been dangerous to 
question. Among the most remarkable of 
the Miracles vouched for by the Chronicler 
is that of a labourer who lost a leg by acci- 
dent and was supplied with a new one by the 
Virgin, with a line of red marking the place 
where the old limb had been cut away. The 
force of credulity can go no further. 

In reading the depressing account of miracles 
performed at these Shrines, I was struck by 
the extraordinary capriciousness of the Heal- 
ing Power. Of the thousands, who flock to 
the Shrines with ailments, and the thousands 
who fill the Hospitals, and lie about the streets, 
to elicit charity by exhibiting disgusting sights, 
how few are healed ! The Priest of Lourdes 
tells us, how his Virgin worked three miracles 
to residents of a village, which happened to 
be his own residence, because for many centu- 
ries the " Ave Maria " Bell had been rung 
three times at daybreak. He mentions the 
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conversion of an English Protestant, and of 
two very old Sinners, and records one re- 
markable case of Parents having taken to the 
Shrine a child with an incurable disease, and 
going home without a cure, but happy in the 
fact, that they and their child had been con- 
verted to the true faith, a more precious bless- 
ing than bodily health. That such Miracles 
may take place all will admit, but the question 
at Lourdes applies to physical Miracles. The 
French and Spanish Chronicles both dilate 
upon the number of the Pilgrims ; but had * 
they visited Jerusalem at Easter, or Hurdwdr, 
Bandras, Gya, or other places of Hindu pil- 
grimage, they would recognize how compara- 
tively insignificant was the display of Faith 
numerically evidenced in European countries, 
when contrasted with the vast numbers, the 
enormous distances traversed, the sufferings 
by the way in the long marches on foot, the 
hunger and thirst, the illnesses and the deaths, 
of the Oriental Pilgrimages. 

My object is to show, in the facts actually 
exhibited at the present day, how the Church 
of Rome, from the very earliest times to 
which the Legend of Zaragossa can be attri- 
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buted, down to the present century with its 
Legend of Lourdes, has invariably lent itself 
to any and every development of Mysticism, 
to any and every expansion of the limits of 
Holy Writ, in defiance of the closing verses 
of the Revelation, and that it is impossible to 
say what further extension, both of dogma 
and practice, it may yet hold, so to speak, in 
reserve. The teaching embodied in the prac- 
tices I have above referred to is, moreover, 
very clearly different from that which was 
given by the Master to His Apostles, and by 
them was preached to the world. Whately 
remarks, that the spontaneous corruption of 
Christianity is caused by the natural, un- 
restrained, workings of the human mind. 
This feature is evidenced in the decay and 
degradation of the Mahometan, Hindu, and 
Buddhist Beliefs. With the exception of the 
last three developments in France, La Salette, 
Paray-le-Monial, and Lourdes, the supersti- 
tions of the unreformed Church were not the 
results of systematic contrivance, but sprang 
spontaneously in the indigenous growth of 
the human heart. They arose successively, 
gradually, and imperceptibly, and were, in 
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many instances, in an age of darkness, first 
overlooked, then unsuccessfully opposed, then 
tolerated, then sanctioned, and finally em- 
bodied in a system, of which they are either 
to be regarded as the cause or the effect. 
How far they were originally pious frauds, 
sincerely intended to promote a good end, 
how far they have been adopted by less 
scrupulous agents for their own views, all this 
is known to God alone. 

The conclusion to which one is compelled 
to arrive is that Asiatic and African Churches, 
if taught such Doctrines, and influenced by 
such practices, will fall into greater errors than 
those to which they are now liable. They 
will have changed the names of the Images, 
which they worship, but will have conserved 
the practices and the feelings which the 
worship inspired. The Mahometan will, of 
course, utterly reject them ; and his simple 
Monotheistic Faith will be better for him than 
the combined delusion and degradation of 
Gospel History and of Gospel Truth by 
which it might be sought to replace it. The 
Hindu will recognize the Virgin and Child in 
his D^vaki and Krishna, and the worship of 
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the Infant Christ will have pre-existed for 
him in the cult of the infant Krishna. If he 
could be made to understand the meaning of 
the worship of the Sacred Heart, he would be 
irresistibly led to connect it with one of his 
most revolting forms of worship, t he Lingam >fj^^({^t^ 
The philosophic mind of the Brahman will 
develope and re-arrange the new facts into new 
triads, the female element being largely deve- 
loped, as it is now in the Devi and Sakhti. The 
Hindu will argue that our Heavenly Father 
and His adorable Son care as much for the 
people of India as for Spain and France. 
They will conclude that the Virgin Mother 
should do as much for St. Thomas, the 
Apostle of India, as for St James, the 
Apostle of Spain. This might give birth to 
an Indian Pilar. The necessity of opposing 
Secular Education, a heretical Government, 
and an alien Conqueror, would quite justify 
an Indian Lourdes. The French Priests 
attribute the Philloxera among the Vines of 
France to the wrath of God with the French 
Republic. Surely the continuous famines of 
India would, in like manner, evidence His 
displeasure with the Anglo-Indian tyranny. 
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The nominal Christian of the Indian Roman 
Catholic Church may indeed look for Christ 
and His precious promises, but he will fail to 
find them amidst the congeries of European 
Legend and the wide-spread development of 
spiritual Hero-worship. The African will 
recognize with delight his old fetiches in the 
Skull, Bones, Hairs, and fragments of Dress 
of Saints and Martyrs. For both the simple 
and the philosophic mind the simplest form 
of Religion is necessary. And we ought to 
be thankful that the Gospel message is so 
simple as to admit of the highest and the 
humblest receiving it alike, where nothing is 
added to the old story of the Bible. 

In 1 88 1 I visited two remarkable Roman 
Catholic shrines in Italy, which resemble 
each other in this particular, that the object 
of veneration in one case is the Stairs of the 
official Residence of Pilate at Jerusalem ; in 
the other the private residence of the Virgin 
Mary at Nazareth. In former days the Holy 
Land was rarely visited, and anything could 
be believed : so it became an article of faith 
that by a miracle this Holy House was 
carried through the air to Italy. An analogue 
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to SO daring a legend is wanting in any 
Pagan Religion of ancient or modern times. 
There are plenty of instances of the appear- 
ance of Divinities in caves or mountains, or 
of images falling down from Heaven, but 
Hindu Mythology with all its Titanesque 
conceptions is outdone by the simple audacity 
of the Holy House at Loretto. At both 
places I purchased a copy of the authorized 
narrative of the Miracles in Italian, dated 
1880, and I trust to the statements of the 
Priests who composed them for my facts, and 
the religious conceptions deduced from those 
facts. 

The Chapel of the Holy Stairs is also called 
the Chapel of the Holy of Holies, and bears 
the inscription 

" Non est in toto sanctior orbe locus." 

It was originally part of the Lateran Palace of 
Constantine at Rome, and, when that Palace 
was made over for the residence of the Bishops 
of Rome, it became an oratory, and a resting 
place for an innumerable store of Relics by 
order of Pope Silvester. The building was 
restored by Pope Nicholas III. in the twelfth 
century. It was again enlarged by Pope 
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Sextus v., whose arrangements still remain ; 
but the late Pope Pius X. greatly beautified 
the building by repairs and statues, and 
founded a Religious corporation to take 
charge of it. Thus from the earliest to the 
very latest date it has been the special object 
of concern to a long line of Popes. The 
thing has not been done in a corner. 

A subsidiary object of interest is the 
Picture of Our Lord " not made with hands " ; 
it was faintly delineated by the hand of St. 
Luke, but the finishing touches were laid on 
by Angels. It was the valued possession 
of the Patriarch of Constantinople, but about 
the year of our Lord 730, fearing that it 
might fall into the hands of the profane, he 
cast it into the Bosphorus. The wind and 
waves by a miracle conveyed it through 
the Hellespont, the Archipelago, and the 
Mediterranean, to the mouth of the Tiber. 
Its advent was revealed to Pope Gregory 
II., who conveyed it with great pomp to 
this Chapel, and three times a year it is 
carried in procession, and exhibited to the 
faithful. 

The main object of interest, however, is 
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the Holy Stairs ; they were brought by the 
piety of Helena, the Mother of Constantine, 
from Jerusalem to Rome, in the year of 
our Lord 326. The legend is, that they 
were a part of the Praetorium at Jerusalem, 
and must have been several times trodden by 
the feet of our Lord, and stained by his blood 
in the last hours of his life. On this account 
the Faithful flock to them in great numbers, 
and pilgrims ascend the steps in a kneeling 
attitude. In an uncritical and superstitious 
age no inquiry was made as to the genuine- 
ness of this object of worship, if indeed it is 
in any age a fit object of worship. Jerusalem 
had been destroyed by Titus, and the predic- 
tion of our Lord fulfilled, that not one stone 
of the Temple was left on another. Con- 
tiguous to the Temple, as evidenced by* the 
narrative of the Acts of the Apostles, was the 
Turris Antonia, the residence of the Roman 
Governor. How came it that these wooden 
stairs escaped fire, and were recognizable after 
the lapse of two centuries ? 

Pope Leo IV. in the year 850, and Pope 
Pasqual II. in the year iioo, by Bulls still in 
existence, granted indulgences of nine years 
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for each of the twenty-eight steps of these 
stairs to successful and penitent climbers. 
The halt and lame, as well as old and infirm, 
were hopelessly excluded by the necessity of 
the case from a work of piety which required 
considerable agility. I have stood and 
watched some active penitents get over the 
ground with rapidity, while others seemed to 
suffer pain, and moved slowly. Pope Pius 
VI I. in 1 8 17 confirmed these indulgences, 
and allowed the advantages of them to be 
extended to Souls in Purgatory. Two 
ordinary staircases have been erected on 
each side for the convenience of the parties, 
who have to descend after accomplishing the 
ascent of' the central stairs. In these days 
of Railways and easy travelling, such crowds 
flock to Rome on certain occasions, that 
many pilgrims are by the crush debarred 
from the opportunity of ascending the Sacred 
Stairs, and would therefore forfeit the In- 
dulgences ; but Pope Pius IX. in 1856 took 
the case of these unfortunates into considera- 
tion, and decreed that during Lent, on All 
Souls* Day, and all the Octaves of the Dead, 
and from Christmas Day to the Epiphany, 
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pilgrims should be allowed to ascend the 
side stairs on their knees, and enjoy the 
same spiritual advantages without undergoing 
physical suffering. 

In the same Chapel are preserved the fol- 
lowing relics, which are made objects of wor- 
ship on certain days of the Calendar. I. The 
head of St. Agnes, Virgin-Martyr. II. The 
head of Saint Anastasius, Martyr. III. A 
thorn of the Crown of thorns. IV. The head 
of Saint Prass^de, Virgin. V. The head 
of Saint Euphemia, Virgin-Martyr. VI. A 
shoulder of Saint Dionysius the Areopagite, 
Martyr. VII. An arm of Saint Caesareus, 
Martyr. VIII. The bodies of Saint Diodorus, 
Marianus and their companions, Martyrs. IX. 
The head of Saint Barbara, Virgin-Martyr. 

The Hindu Pilgrim, however, outdoes the 
Romanist Pilgrim. I have passed by them 
on the road from one shrine to another 
measuring their length on the road, then 
rising up, and again lying down with their 
feet on the spot, where their head was a 
minute b*efore. Thus many hundred leagues 
are accomplished in one unbroken prostration 
of the whole body, occupying months and 

3 
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years. When Religionists condescend to 
Falsehood and Folly, they fall to the same 
level, but the Oriental is more thorough than 
the Occidental Pilgrim, and would not have 
accepted the Ascetic conveniences allowed by 
the Bull of Pope Pius IX. So in ascending to 
the lofty Mountain-Shrines the Hindu Pilgrim 
mounts from one step to another on his knees 
for many hundred steps, exposed to the in- 
clemency of the weather, and in coming and 
going they walk miles along roads, suffering 
hunger and thirst, and many droop and die 
under the fatigues and sufferings of the long 
journey. Hundreds of Mahometans annually 
risk the perils of the sea on their road to 
Mekka. This is real Faith, not the fictitious 
faith of the modern Roman Catholic Pilgrim, 
who starts by special Train, with all the con- 
veniences of Pilgrim Stations, and Refresh- 
ment-Rooms. It is true that the Directors of 
Indian Railways now act in concert with the 
Managers of the Idol - Temples, and have 
special Trains for the great Festivals at the 
Ganges, Bdndras, and Jagarndth, for Mammon 
and Paganism are in alliance all over the world. 
The halt and lame, females, and invalids. 
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can now do an act of Piety, and reap the 
reward, from which their infirmities formerly 
shut them out. 

The Holy House of Loretto is a few miles 
from Anc6na on the East Coast of Italy. I 
visited it, went carefully over it, and pur- 
chased the authorized description in Italian, 
sold on the spot ; the Edition is the 
thirty-first, dated 1880. In the frontis- 
piece is a picture of the Virgin and Child 
seated upon the Holy House, and being 
conveyed by Angels through the air : below 
it is a Map of the aerial route traversed from 
Nazareth, across Cyprus, Asia Minor, Thessaly, 
and Dalmatia, and the intervening Seas. The 
Narrative is written in a confiding uncritical 
spirit, ready to credit everything, quite on a 
par with the Romantic Legends of the Hindu 
Gods, and Heroes, and of Buddha, and Ndnak. 
The same utter contempt of probabilities, and 
the same ridiculous details are evidenced. 
The same turn of thought prevails among 
the Latin races still, which enabled their 
forefathers to believe in the wonders and 
beauties of their Pagan Mythology. In 
the same volume is a portrait of the Idol 
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or Doll, known as Virgo Lauretdna, a black 
and hideous Virgin and Child, said to be 
carved out of cedar of Lebanon by St. Luke 
the Evangelist : it is four feet high. In 1797 
it was carried off as a curiosity of mediaeval 
art to Paris, but restored in 1801, and is 
covered with jewels of an extraordinary value. 
In addition to this volume I purchased at 
the Propaganda at Rome a copy of a book of 
a higher type, also in Italian, composed after 
a visit to Nazareth by a Canon of the Lateran 
Church at Rome, who read a paper at 
the Pontifical Academy of Archaeology at 
Rome in 1857, quoting long extracts 
from Dean Stanley's Sinai and Palestine 
(1856), and undertaking in the ordinary 
method of historical and topographical criti- 
cism to refute the strictures of that author, 
and to maintain the fact, that the Holy 
House was indeed the residence of the Virgin 
at Nazareth. It appears that the Canon was 
encouraged by Cardinal Wiseman to attempt 
this task, and it must be admitted that the 
discussion is fairly and properly conducted, 
and not in the usual easy method of abusing 
the opposite party. 
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In both these volumes the honour is claimed 
for the Holy House not only of being the 
residence of the Virgin Mary during her 
married life, and therefore interesting as the 
scene of the early days of our Saviour, but 
as the residence of the Parents of the Virgin, 
Joachim and Anna, and the place of the 
conception of the Virgin in the womb 
of her Mother. Now this last feature is 
unimportant and uninteresting to Pro- 
testants, whose thoughts turn only to the 
Saviour of the World, his birth at Beth- 
lehem, and his home at Nazareth; but 
the Church of Rome has in the last quarter 
of a century lost its judgment and common- 
sense on the subject of the conception of the 
Virgin Mother without Sin, and regards this 
House as second only in interest to the Inn 
at Bethlehem, where a star indicates the spot, 
where our Saviour was born, with the words 
" Hie verbum caro factum est." The Roman 
Catholic Church carries this miraculous 
and awe-inspiring fact further back, and 
assuming that within the walls of this Holy 
House the Archangel appeared to the Virgin, 
and she was then and there overshadowed by • 
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the Holy Spirit, and that then and there the 
Holy Thing was conceived within her. By 
order of Pope Sextus V* in 1587 the following 
Inscription was put up in letters of Gold : 

** Deiparse Domus, in qua Verbum caro factum est." 

It will be perceived at once that one of the 
most solemn mysteries of our Faith is, as it 
were, trifled with, and sullied, by this fearful 
imposition. 

And to show how fickle and uncertain such 
beliefs are, I may draw attention to the 
following fact. The Chronicler of the Holy 
House in his narrative dated 1880 states 
distinctly, " quella casa medesima, dov' ella 
nacque dai SS. Conjugi Gioachimo ed Anna 
Tuno di Nazaret, e I'altra di Bethelem." 
This clearly implies an absolute belief, that 
the Virgin was born within these walls, and 
under the roof of her own Father, whose 
property, she, as the only child, inherited, and 
I read in the pamphlet of Canon Bartolfni 
above alluded to, " thalamus, ubi Virgo con- 
cepta, ubi educata, ubi ab angelo salutata 
Salvatorem mundi concepit," and yet th^ 
Missions Catholiques of Lyons, under date 
Feb. ID, 1882, states that His Holiness the 
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Pope has by Bull transferred the honour of 
being the birth-place of the Virgin from the 
Holy House of Loretto to the Convent of 
St. Ann at Jerusalem. This notice seems to 
remove the matter from the arena of practical 
History to the Region of Pious Fancy, and 
Theological Fiction, and the custodians of the 
Holy House may justly complain of the 
honour filched from them, as the new Dogma 
of the Immaculate Conception has given to 
the Birth of the Virgin a solemn theological 
import. 

I now proceed to narrate the story, neither 
adding nor omitting any detail. When 
Nazareth was destroyed by the Armies of 
Vespasian, God watched over this Sacred 
House, and concealed it, until the time had 
come fixed by divine decrees for its being 
brought forward for the worship of Nations. 
When Helena, the mother of Constantine, 
visited the Holy Land, she found the Holy 
House among the ruins of the City. She 
recognized from the Sacred awe, which sur- 
rounded the locality, rather than from any 
physical evidence, that it was the home of 
Mary, though three Centuries had passed 
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away. She erected a magnificent temple over 
this House, and carved the Inscription : 

'* Hsec est ara, in qui primo factum est humanse salutis 
fundamentum." 

Thousands of Pilgrims visited the spot, and 
among them Jerome, Eusebius, and Louis 
King of France, in the year 1252 A.D. In 
the year 1291 A.D. the Saracens conquered 
the Holy Land, destroyed the Temple erected 
by Helena at Nazareth, but " Behold, at the 
same time the Omnipotent Lord in order to 
save the House of his divine Mother per- 
formed one of his stupendous and unheard- 
of Miracles, for he loosened the House from 
its foundations, leaving them behind as a 
proof of the prodigy, and, transporting it 
through the air over Sea and Land, dropped 
it in Dalmatia, where it remained deposited 
for some time." This took place in the year 
1 29 1 on the tenth of May. The place, where 
the House was deposited, is between Tersatto 
and Fiume, called formerly Tarsia, and now 
Raunizza on the Sea-shore, where neither 
house nor hut existed ; the sudden appear- 
ance of the Holy House caused the greatest 
astonishment. Crowds of Dalmatians assera- 
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bled to examine it inside and outside. In the 
interior were a great many objects of interest, 
an altar, and the famous Statue and Picture. 

To enable however the ignorant Dalma- 
tians to identify the Holy House, the Virgin 
was good enough to work another Miracle, 
for she appeared in a dream to the Parish 
Priest, who was very ill at the time, and 
revealed to him the nature of the House 
found on the sea-shore, and as a proof of the 
truth of the vision, restored him to perfect 
health. The people of Dalmatia petitioned 
the Governor of the Province at once to 
despatch four of their countrymen to Nazareth 
to test the truth of the facts. Among them 
was sent the Parish Priest himself, who was 
scarcely an independent witness. They took 
the measurements of the Holy House, but the 
chronicle does not tell us, how they managed 
to get safe access to Nazareth, then in the 
hands of the Mahometans ; but they returned 
with the fullest confirmation of the miracle, 
for they found that the Holy House had 
vanished from Nazareth, leaving only the 
foundations, which corresponded in every way 
with the House, which had dropped down in 
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their midst. It did not occur to them that it 
might have disappeared in the ordinary way 
of an old house of more than a thousand 
years. 

The Dalmatians were preparing to make 
good use of their treasure, when all of a 
sudden, after three years and six months' stay, 
the Angels again took up the House in the 
air, crossed the Adriatic Sea, and dropped it 
down in the middle of a wood, not far from 
the spot, where it stands at present. It is 
impossible to describe the agony of the poor 
Dalmatians : after the lapse of six centuries, 
the people of Tersatto are said not to have 
got over the blow, for they find their way to 
Loretto, and pass the whole night on their 
knees before the door of the Basilica, calling 
out, " Come back to Tersatto, O Maria ! " in 
the plaintive words of their own Dialect: 
they erected a small chapel on the spot 
where the Holy House made its brief sojourn, 
and put up the following Inscription : 

'* Hie est locus, in quo olim fuit Sanctissima domus beatae 
virginis de Laureto," 

Pope Celestine ruled at Rome on that 
celebrated tenth of December, 1294 A.D., when 
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at ten o'clock at night the Holy House 
appeared on the shore of the Marches, within 
the Papal Dominion, and settled in the wood 
of a lady named Laur6ta, which circumstance 
gave it the name of Loretto ; this wood was 
about five miles distant from the town of 
Recandti. All the world was wrapped in 
sleep, except the shepherds, who were keeping 
their flocks. They suddenly saw a bright light, 
and gathered together to look at it; they 
gathered courage to enter it, and, feeling 
sure that it was something divine, passed 
the night in prayer. In the morning they 
hastened with the news to the town, and 
crowds went out to look at it, feeling assured 
that it was something divine, but not knowing 
the nature of it. But the Virgin worked 
another miracle, and appeared that very night 
to two of her devoted servants, and informed 
them of the wonderful fact, that it was the 
Holy House of Nazareth, which had arrived 
among them. 

It became a famous place of Pilgrimage 
for all ages and sexes ; but the Devil was 
at work to spoil the blessing, and he put it 
in the hearts of evil men to commence the 
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trade of plundering and assassinating the 
Pilgrims to such an extent, that gradually 
the Holy House was deserted. But the 
Heavenly plans were not to be frustrated 
in this way, and the Angels lifted up the 
House for the third time, moved it from 
the solitary wood, and dropped it on a 
pleasant hill close to Recandti, and about 
a mile from the Wood of Laur^ta. It 
dropped upon the property of two brothers, 
who set about the task of protecting it. But 
when they saw the rich gifts which poured 
in, they began to quarrel, and nearly killed 
each other. The Most High was offended 
at their conduct, and for the fourth time 
lifting up the Holy House dropped it on 
a spot outside the property of these brothers, 
on another pleasant hill not more than a 
bow-shot distant, in the middle of the public 
street, on the spot which it now occupies. 
This happened on September 8, 1295, on 
the festival of the Birth of the Virgin, which 
took place according to the Chronicler in 
this very house, but the Pope has now 
transferred this honour to the Convent of 
St. Ann at Jerusalem, which renders the 
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alleged date of the final settlement inappro- 
priate. Walls were built round it to protect 
it, in 1300 A.D., under the Pontificate of 
Boniface. As time went on a magnificent 
Basilica was built so as to include the whole 
of the Holy House within its covering roof. 
This was finished in 1587, and the Inscription 
put upon it hcis been already quoted. 

The chronicler informs us that since the 
arrival of the Holy House at Loretto there 
have been numerous stupendous prodigies, 
and singular favours vouchsafed to the human 
race. Among these he notices that heretics, 
Jews, and unbelievers, have been brought 
to the faith, blind have received their sight, 
many other maladies healed, and most 
perverse sinners have been converted. For- 
midable earthquakes, and tedious wars, used 
to prevail ; but since the Christian people 
have turned to the Holy House, these ills 
have ceased. The vast quantity of precious 
offerings attest the fact in the opinion of 
the Chronicler of the identity of the Holy 
House, and the perpetual covenant of God 
to propagate the Glory of that House. 
These are bold words, and the miserable 
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State of Italy, until it finally threw off the 
bondage of the Church, and the degraded 
state of the people, and the unnumbered 
disasters, that have overwhelmed the Country, 
scarcely support the idea, that the Holy 
House has brought any blessing spiritual 
or material to Italy. 

Many of the Popes have visited this Shrine, 
more especially the late Pope Pius IX., whose 
infatuation on the subject of the Immaculate 

■ 

Conception is so well known : all the men, 
who have made a reputation in the Church of 
Rome, such as Ignatius Loyola, Francesco di 
Sales, Francesco di Paola, Carlo Borromeo, 
Alfonso di Liguori, made this pilgrimage. 
Foreign Potentates have come hither to do 
honour, and bring gifts, the Emperor Palaeo- 
logus, the Emperors Charles IV., Frederick 
III., and Charles V., innumerable Kings, 
Queens, Princes, arid Nobles from every part 
of Europe. Sixteen citizens of Recandti, and 
three members of the Court of Pope Clement 
VII. were sent to Nazareth to examine the 
foundations of the House at that place, and 
compare its measurement, and all came back 
confirming the accuracy on oath. Did it ever 
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occur to them to consider that after the lapse 
of more than twelve centuries Jio common 
building, such as a private house of a person 
in humble life, could have remained in exist- 
ence? And even if the measurements coincided, 
how little way such a fact went to prove such 
a gigantic and unheard-of miracle, wrought 
for no object, and resulting in no advantage, 
for at the conclusion of the narrative the 
enthusiastic Chronicler has nothing better to 
say than that the piety of the donors of the 
rich offerings exalt in the face of the world 
the glories of the Mother of God, who has 
taken from the hands of the Mahometans her 
own true House of Nazareth to place it in the 
bosom of the Roman Catholic Church. Had 
he not been blinded by his desire to exalt his 
favourite dogma, the Chronicler might have 
recollected that spots much more sacred in 
the eyes of Christendom, to rescue which 
the Crusades were set on foot, namely the 
Manger at Bethlehem, and the Place of the 
Cross, and Tomb at Jerusalem, were left in 
the hands of the Mahometans, and no mi- 
raculous power was exerted to save them 
from profanation. 
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Now it IS clear that the subject can be 
looked at from two points of view. 

I. Is the Holy House now at Loretto the 
identical house, that was once at Nazareth ? 

n. Is it credible that so monstrous, and 
useless, a miracle should have been performed 

« 

as to move this House many hundred miles 
through the air, dropping it at three places 
on the road ? 

Dean Stanley only deals with the first 
question : he was writing a topographical 
description of the Holy Land, and its Reli- 
gious Buildings, and naturally at Nazareth 
his attention was turned to this alleged 
miracle. He does not enter into the super- 
natural question, but shows very clearly, that 
even, if the Holy House had been conveyed 
in a ship to Italy, as is alleged with regard 
to the Holy Stairs, still on that narrow issue 
it must be denied the honour of ever having 
occupied a position in Nazareth. Beneath 
the Franciscan Convent at that place is an 
altar, on which the words are inscribed 

" Verbum caro hie factum est** 

This is presumed to mark the spot, where the 
Virgin stood when she received the Arch- 



NAZARETH. 49 



angel, who is supposed to have entered through 
a hole in the rocky wall. Clearly therefore 
the Holy House must originally have occupied 
this spot, and must have been removed out of 
it, leaving as it were an empty space in the 
rock, where by a pious fiction the spots are 
still indicated, although the House is gone. 
Now not one of the numerous Pilgrims to the 
Holy Land alludes to the House of Joseph as 
standing in their time, and the records of 
Italy contain no allusion to it till the fifteenth 
century. It is obvious that the Monks at 
Nazareth, and the Custodians of the Holy 
House at Loretto, each claim the honour of 
possessing the scene of a single event which 
can only have happened in one : each locality 
has an Inscription claiming to be the place, 
where the Word was made Flesh, and no one 
who has visited both, and considered their 
! proportions, can fail to perceive that by no 

possibility they can be amalgamated : the 
House at Loretto is 36ft. by 17ft. and the 
walls are of a dark-red polished stone : the 
west wall has a square window, through which 
the Archangel flew. The Monks at Nazareth 
show the space, on which the Holy House 

4 
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Stood before its flight : the position of the 
Cave is and always must have been incom- 
patible with any such adjacent Building : it 
would have blocked up by blank walls the 
only passages which admit access to the 
Cave. There is no traditional masonry of 
the platform of the House left at Nazareth, 
but the traditional masonry of the so-called 
workshop of Joseph is of an entirely different 
character, consisting of the natural gray lime- 
stone of the country, but the masonry of the 
Holy House at Loretto is wholly unlike any- 
thing existing at Palestine. 

The second question admits of no argument. 
It is impossible, that any unprejudiced mind 
can accept it, even upon the fullest evidence 
of responsible eye-witnesses, who however are 
totally absent: as the Holy House carried 
with it no label, or inscription, the additional 
Miracle of Visions and Dreams had to be 
added to identify it. The Miracles of our 
Lord, of the Apostles, and the Prophets, were 
for purposes of beneficence, or punishment, and 
though supernatural, were, like the raising of 
the dead, the healing of the sick, the destruc- 
tion of offenders, within the ordinary course 
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of human events. I leave it to any candid 
peruser of the above narrative of the case, as 
stated in their own guide-book sold on the 
spot, whether such a miracle falls into the 
conditions, under which all the miracles of 
the Bible were wrought. 

I allude briefly to the book of Domenico 
Bertolfni, who went to Nazareth in the year 
185s for the purpose of confuting Dean 
Stanley's remarks by a personal inspection 
of the site of the Holy H ouse at Nazareth. 
He was a Canon of the Lateran Basilica of 
Rome, Apostolic Prothonotary and Secretary 
of the Congregation of Rites. How could it 
be expected that such a man should dare to 
say a word against a received and favoured 
tradition of the Romish Church? To have 
done so would have entailed the suppression 
of his book, as there was no free Press in 
those days, and the Bible was not admitted 
in Italy, and the degradation of himself from 
all his offices. Why was not a man like 
Father Curci, or independent Laymen, Archi- 
tects and Geologists, sent out to test the pro- 
portions of the sites and the materials } The 
worthy Canon went from Loretto to Nazareth, 
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and from Nazareth to Loretto, and contents 
himself with giving the lie direct to, and 
raising a laugh against, Dean Stanley. His 
book was read to the Members of the Ponti- 
fical Academy at Rome, published by the 
Propaganda at Rome, and the arguments 
given, and proofs alleged, are not worth the 
small sum at which I purchased the volume. 
It is fair to add, that, if the proportions of the 
alleged site at Nazareth, the materials of 
brick and cement, exactly corresponded with 
those of the Holy House, we should still be 
no nearer conviction, as all this was possible, 
and no doubt the Holy House was constructed 
in Italy after the conceived ideal of the House 
at Nazareth. It remains still a gigantic effort 
of credulity to believe that it was transported 
by Angels from Syria to Italy. 

Previous to my visit to the shrine of 
Loretto I had visited Nazareth, and could 
therefore enter fully into the merits of the 
contention between Dean Stanley and Canon 
BertoHni. I had also visited the Basilica 
of St. Ann at Jerusalem, before I read the 
startling assertion contained in the Bull of 
Pope Leo XIIL, which is quite irreconcilable 
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with the statements made to me at Loretto, 
and insisted upon in the books sold at the 
place to Pilgrims, that the Virgin was actually 
born in the Sacred House, which was the 
house of her Parents, Joachim and Anna. 
As I had determined to visit Jerusalem and 
Nazareth for the second time in February, 
1885, for the purpose of inspecting the 
Missions and Schools, which have been 
established in the Holy Land, I took the 
opportunity of carefully looking into the two 
points raised, I. as regards the Basilica of 
St. Ann, and H. as regards the residence 
of the Virgin at Nazareth. 

Dean Stanley has remarked with justice 
that the Religion of Palestine is a Religion of 
Caves ; whenever a sacred association had 
to be fixed, a Cave was immediately selected. 
Not only was our Lord born in a Cave at 
Bethlehem, but his Mother received the 
Message from the Angel in a Cave at 
Nazareth, and we are now further informed 
that she herself was born in a Cave in the 
heart of the town of Jerusalem, close to the 
gate of the Temple. Other Caves have been 
selected for other events. The pious 



54 RELIGION OF CAVES. 

Chronicler remarks that this was conformable 
to the usage of the country, but he gives 
no authority for such an assertion, which 
is not confirmed by any account of the 
domestic habits of the Jews of that period, 
or any surviving practice of the present 
occupiers of the country. It is really beyond 
all credence that the parents of the Virgin 
did not occupy ordinary dwelling-houses, 
especially as the Holy House exhibited at 
Loretto is a very ordinary dwelling-house, 
of the usual type of domestic architecture. 
There is nothing in the History of the Jews 
at the time of our Lord to lead to the 
supposition that any portion of the settled 
population were Troglodytes. It is quite 
obvious why local legend-mongers, have 
selected Caves, as, being formed of solid rock, 
they have outlived the perishable materials 
of ordinary habitations. 

On reaching Jerusalem in February, 1885, 
I visited the Basilica of St. Ann, close to 
the Gate of St. Stephen, and was astonished 
at the change which the ruined buildings 
had undergone since my last visit in 1852 ; 
since that period the great Myth of the 
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Immaculate Conception of the Virgin had 
been promulgated, and the all-but-forgotten 
residence of St. Ann, the mother of the' 
Virgin, had received a strange additional 
interest. The halo, which hovers round the 
holy house of Nazareth, rests upon the fact, 
that within its walls, according to the Roman 
Catholics, but not according to the Greeks, 
the first scene of the great mystery of the 
Incarnation took place. The overshadowing 
of the Virgin by the Holy Spirit took place 
there, and the Word was there made flesh. 
But, when it was declared that the Virgin 
herself was born immaculate, it is clear that 
the Annunciation was no longer the first 
scene of the great Mystery,* which must have 
taken place in the house in which the Virgin 
herself was born ; the Italian Roman 
Catholics of Loretto stoutly claim the 
honour to their Holy House. I will now 
explain how the French Roman Catholics 
have persuaded the Pope Leo XIII. to 
transfer it to Jerusalem. 

I was surprised to find the Basilica of 
St. Ann in charge of the newly constituted 
Monastic order of the French Missionaries 
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of Algiers which has been founded by 
Cardinal Lavigerie for the evangelization of 
Africa. Their dress is semi-Oriental, a red 
skull cap, and a white over-garment. I had 
an interview with His Eminence at Tunis in 
1882, and he volunteered to me the informa- 
tion that Pope Leo XIIL was very superior 
as a Pontiff to his predecessor, for the obvious 
reason that he made him a Cardinal. When 
I had been down into the Cave, which was 
the bedroom of St. Ann, I asked for some 
printed account of this Sanctuary, and was 
favoured with a small French pamphlet, 
which discloses facts of great interest. 

It is entitled "The venerable Sanctuary, 
where was accomplished the great mystery 

of the Immaculate Conception of the very 
Holy Virgin at Jerusalem." It states that, 
when Pius IX. defined the dogma of the 
Immaculate Conception, the Christian world 
expected that the Virgin would respond 
by abundant blessings to the new honour, 
which had been solemnly decreed to her. Such 
has not been the case. Trials and sufferings 
are the law of the Church, but they can 
be shortened and softened by acts of piety, 
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and penitence. No doubt the Virgin is 
expecting new proofs of filial devotion before 
she manifests to them her power and her 
goodness. It is impossible that any honour 
could be more agreeable to her, than honour 
bestowed upon the very spot, where so 
admirable and consoling a mystery took 
place. Although St. Joachim and St. Ann 
usually dwelt at Nazareth, they had a 
house at Jerusalem, where they lodged at 
the time of the celebration of the great 
Feasts, and here they passed their old age 
and died. There also the Mother of God, 
after four thousand years of expectation, was 
conceived and came into the world, and 
consequently there the Aurora of Salvation 
for the human race dawned. 

No documentary evidence whatever exists 
of this fact for the first three hundred years 
of the Christian era, but the East, according 
to the composer of this French Pamphlet, 
though not of the ordinary Student of History, 
is the country of faithful and sure traditions, 
and this tradition is constant and universal. 
A chapel was then erected over the spot, and 
in the ninth Century a Basilica, which, when 
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Saladin took Jerusalem, was turned into a 
Mosque, but by special permission of God^ the 
Cave, in which the Virgin was born, was never 
violated, and the Saviour did not permit the 
cradle of his Immaculate Mother to be soiled 
by the impure touch of the Mahometans, who 
occupied the spot for seven Centuries. 
During the Crimean War the Sultan made 
a present of it to France, as the sole price with 
which she could repay that Nation for its 
victories. This was the very year, in which 
the Dogma of the Immaculate Conception 
was promulgated. 

Since that day the building has belonged 
to France, and the Roman Catholic Church 
has recovered its rights, but nothing has sur- 
vived the lapse of time, but the mere walls, 
which had fallen into ruin, but have now been 
restored. This Church is the greatest of all 
in the Holy Land, but the most poor, and the 
least decorated : the pilgrims who visit it are 
compelled by their faith and piety to groan, 
when they regard the nakedness of the struc- 
ture. Such neglect, if prolonged, will be an 
insult to the Virgin, and her most august 
privilege, after that of being the Mother of 
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God. It has been made over by Pope Leo 
XIII. to the French Missionaries of Algiers, 
with orders to restore in every way the 
splendour of the worship of the Virgin in 
the spot which she has herself sanctified in a 
manner so particular. An appeal is made to 
the Religious Houses in France, who are 
themselves in peril of destruction, to do some- 
thing to beautify this Basilica, for more than 
ever in their peril they have a necessity for an 
Advocate and a Protectress : where could they 
find one more powerful than the Immaculate 
Virgin ? This House is the most precious in 
the whole Universe, for there the Virgin was 
born in the world of Grace before she was 
born to human life. All who contribute to 
its decoration will place themselves under 
her special protection, and their names will 
be inscribed upon marble slabs, in the very 
Cave, so that when the Virgin lowers her eyes 
to look at the place which is so dear to her, 
they will fall upon the names of the commu- 
nities and persons who are most devoted to her. 
Every subscription will be received, however 
small it may be, but to secure an inscription 
of the name on a marble slab with the ad- 
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vantages above stated the amount is fixed at 
one hundred francs, or four pounds sterling. 

A Protestant scarcely knows in what lan- 
guage to express his opinion upon the blas- 
phemy, and audacity, and low and sordid 
motives of the above manifesto, and yet it is 
clearly from the pen of the Cardinal himself, 
who has a fair chance of being the next Pope, 
being one of the most able and energetic, and 
thorough-going of the Curia. I asked the 
Priest, who showed me over the building, 
whether as a fact the claim of being the birth- 
place of the Virgin was not asserted by the 
Holy House at Nazareth, and he replied that 
he had heard so, and some thought so, but it 
was an error. The Pope had decided that 
she was conceived and born at Jerusalem. 

When I arrived at Nazareth with the 
pamphlet of Canon BertoHni in my hand, I 
visited the Cave, under the Convent, in which 
the Holy House now at Loretto once stood : 
it appeared to me inconceivable how such a 
position could be maintained. The statements 
made by Dean Stanley seemed to me almost 
to understate the absurdity of the Roman 
Catholic legend. 
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In the dark ages Italy, and more particu- 
larly the Pontifical States, considered itself 
the most favoured, and most pious country in 
the World, and deserving of the most pro- 
digious favour of the Most High. Do the 
Pope and the Cardinals consider Italy still 
worthy of such favour ? Is there no risk of 
the Holy House starting on a fresh journey 
to a country, where the People are more 
truly Catholic, such as Ireland, Belgium, or 
across the Atlantic to the Brazils ? Supposing 
that a wave of Protestantism, or of Atheism, 
were to sweep over the land, is this Holy 
House safe from the Fire and Desecration 
that has overwhelmed the shrines of Jupiter 
Ammon, Delphi, and St. Thomas of Canter- 
bury. It must be a terrible trial to an educated 
convert to the Roman Catholic Faith to 
accept such a Fable. We do not find that 
Cardinal Manning, Newman, or Lavigerie, 
or the late Bishop of Orleans, sought comfort 
at Loretto, Lourdes, or Zaragossa, or ascended 
the Holy Stairs at Rome. 

A succession of Popes have heaped Privi- 
leges and Indulgences on this Shrine. It is 
by far the most celebrated in the world, after 
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Mekka and Jagarndth, but its record of 
modern miracles is scanty compared to the 
record of wonders at Lourdes, where the 
Virgin has appeared to the French People, 
no longer burdened with a Child in her Arms. 
The modern appearances are of the Virgin 
alone, whose personal importance has been 
increased in the eyes of the Faithful by the 
[new idea of the Immaculate Conception, while 
ler Divine Son, the Saviour of the World, is 
gradually dropping to a place of secondary 
•ank, and his image is falling out of sight. 

The admission of such legends as these as 
an article of Faith has a serious aspect with 
reference to Missions to Asiatic and African 
Nations. They have a fatal readiness to believe 
the Marvellous, and in the Chronicles of 
Roman Catholic Missions there is not only 
an earnest desire to extend the worship of 
the Virgin, but Miracles are constantly re- 
corded as being wrought by her interposition. 
In 1883 her husband St. Joseph, under whose 
special charge after a slumber of 1800 years 
the Pope has placed all foreign Missions in 
Asia and Africa, helped the Missionaries in 
Eastern Equatorial Africa in their choice of 
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a station by appearing to a Native Chief in 
a dream as a venerable old man. We may- 
expect a new and copious birth of wonders, 
and a refashioning of Pagan Myths. Now 
Myths and Legends form one of the most 
interesting studies of the Human mind. It 
is impossible to trace the origin of the vocal 
Statue of Memnon, the oracle at Delphi, the 
Statue of Diana, which fell from Heaven, 
and the Temple of Eleusis. They had their 
period of veneration : it is not presumed that 
they were the outcome of deliberate fraud : 
they grew insensibly in a period of Ignorance 
and Superstition. Pious and thoughtful, and 
God-fearing men believed in them ; the vulgar 
crowd flocked to them in millions without 
profit to their souls, and with much injury 
to their morals. The time came when great 
Pan died, and we may anticipate the same 
end to the House of Loretto, as to the Eleu- 
sinian mystery. In the North of Europe 
the excrescences, which disfigured the pure 
doctrines of Christianity, were cut off not by 
the Atheist, but by the Believer^ who refused to 
go for his Facts beyond the pages of Holy Writ. 
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